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From the Associate . . . 
To everything there is a season . . . Ecclesiastes 3: 1a 

You've got to know when to hold 'em;  Know when to fold 'em;  Know when to walk away 
And know when to run …   The Gambler 

He must increase, but I must decrease . . . John 3: 30 

Sometimes, you just know; you know when a decision must be made and you 
make it.  Now is one of those times for me.  The time has come for me to 
announce my retirement; I will be retiring as the associate rector on February 13, 
2018. 
In the past few months, I have met with Bishop Seage to seek his wisdom and 
guidance as I approach this step in my life.  He encouraged me to share this 
news with you around the 6 month mark before my retirement.  In consultation 
with our rector, the Rev. Jody Burnett, he asked that I make this announcement 
in August of this year. 
St. Peter’s has been a wonderful place to live out my vocational calling and 
ministry.  What a vibrant and lively place!  It is the people who make this place; 
clergy come and go, but the people who remain (and those yet to come) make 
this church setting a special home.  Thank you for giving me the best years of 
my ordained life. 
I’m not certain what retirement will bring for I’ve never done this before!  But the 
timing feels right.  As Bishop Seage reminded me, I will be retiring from active 
ministry; I am not retiring from being a priest.  With that said, following February 
13, I will not be around St. Peter’s as is appropriate.  Jody will bring on someone 
new in this position; you will come to love them! 
I intentionally chose February 13 because it is Shrove Tuesday—the day we 
finish out the season of Epiphany before moving into Lent.  In this community, it 
is the time we celebrate Mardi Gras together, and I want a chance to wear that 
pink costume one last time!!  We will make merry together and celebrate!  And 
then, each in our own way, we will begin again. I ask for your prayers as I begin 
this new phase of my life. 
We have these next few months together; let’s make the most of them!  As the 
months go by, I will likely be less hands on in the things around St. Peter’s, but 
there are still things to accomplish together.  Continue to love and serve one 
another; get to know the people who attend other services.  The future looks 
bright for both of us!  The Parish is in good hands.  And my life in retirement with 
Jerry is something wonderful! 
It has been my joy and delight to serve as your associate rector.  Thank you! 

With deep and abiding love, Ann + 
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Our Mission: “To share the love of Christ which 
transforms lives.” 



Senior Warden Report
The rhythm of our lives in Oxford is often dictated by the academic calendars of our schools, and 
summer is a wonderful respite from the frenzied pace of our fall and spring semesters.  During the short 
summer months, we enjoy a slower pace and are able to enjoy the relative calm that happens when 
20,000 college students leave town. Streets aren’t overly crowded, parking is abundant on the Square 
and on campus, and there are open tables at the local restaurants.   
Typically, the pews of St. Peter’s have had too many open spaces during June, July, and early August.  
That has not been the case this summer as our average Sunday attendance and plate and pledge 
offerings have held steady, even exceeding our projections.  Life has been slow and easy for many in our 
small town, but it’s about to get a little crazy in just a couple weeks! 
St. Peter’s will soon launch new opportunities for worship, study, fellowship, and service.  Please read all 
of this newsletter to find the offerings that speak to your heart, and join your fellow parishioners in one or 
more of these missions.  

The Five Marks of Mission* 
• To proclaim the Good News of the Kingdom
• To teach, baptize, and nurture new believers
• To respond to human need by loving service
• To seek to transform unjust structures of society, to challenge violence of every kind, and to

pursue peace and reconciliation
• To strive to safeguard the integrity of creation and sustain and renew the life of the earth

I believe each of our programs, classes, worship services, and outreach efforts represent mission work 
and can be linked to one or more of the Five Marks of Mission that are listed above.  Our mission is 
Christ’s mission; we are his hands and feet as we do His work in our community.  And, there is much to 
be done.  Let’s get started! 
Finally, please join me in thanking Jody for an amazing first year at St. Peter’s.  Under his leadership, we 
have added new programs, Bible studies, worship services, and more.  There is an energy and 
excitement amongst us as we look to the future and the possibilities to grow our ministries and mission.  
Thank you Jody, Julia, and Stewart! 
*We recognize with gratitude that the Five Marks of Mission, developed by the Anglican Consultative
Council between 1984 and 1990, have won wide acceptance among Anglicans, and have given parishes 
and dioceses around the world a practical and memorable "checklist" for mission activities. 

Leslie Banahan, Senior Warden 

Treasurer's Summary Report 
Year-to-Date as of June, 2017 

Actual Amount 
Budgeted 
Amount 

Over or 
(Under) 

Budgeted 
Amount 

Total Revenue $468,534 $450,706 $17,828 

Total Expenses $445,575 $445,065 $510 

Total $22,958 $5,641 $17,318 

Gain or Loss on Investments $20,339 $0 $20,339 

Net Operating Total $43,297 $5,641 $37,657 

Principal Pmt. On Debt $7,915 $8,035 ($120) 

Total after Principal Pmt on Debt $35,383 ($2,394) $37,777 



Lifelong formation 
As we head into August, we are excited about resuming our full program of adult spiritual formation 
offerings!   

During the week, there are several opportunities offered to our community.  A weekly Bible Study is 
offered in the parish hall on Tuesday mornings; the class includes teaching and discussion focused on 
listening to scripture.  On Tuesday evenings, a group gathers to explore faith and theology in a dynamic, 
discussion-oriented format; anyone seeking a space to ask questions and delve into Christian faith more 
deeply is welcome! On Thursday mornings, Everyday Sisters welcomes women of all ages for 
meaningful fellowship and spiritual growth. 

On Wednesday nights we will continue to offer the Healing Service and Eucharist at 5:30 p.m. in the 
Nave.  At the same time, the Connections group offers women of all ages an opportunity to share their 
lives and spiritual journeys with one another in a casual, discussion-based format in the Toner Room.  
This fall we will also be launching a new study series organized as three-part modules; each series will 
have a different topic such as Christian spiritual practices and inter-faith relations.  This class will meet at 
5:30 in the large parlor; look for future announcements regarding the topics of each module. 

On Sunday, August 13 at 10 a.m., we will kick off a new year of formation with a parish-wide forum led by 
our rector Jody Burnett.  All adults and older kids are encouraged to participate in this important moment 
in our common life in the parish hall (younger children will have a separate offering during this time).  

Following our parish-wide kick off, regular Sunday formation offerings will resume on Sunday, August 20.  
Two of our long-standing classes will resume at that time.  The Adult Bible Study meets at 10 a.m. in the 
small parlor and is open to everyone; this class offers the opportunity for in-depth study of particular 
books of the Bible.  The Women’s Spiritual Journeyers class gathers at 10 a.m. in the large parlor; this 
group welcomes women of all ages to explore various topics in spiritual life. 

On Sunday, August 20, the Discipleship Sunday School class will also begin meeting in the parish hall 
during the formation hour.  This class will now provide a space for parishioners to join in meaningful 
study and discussion of a variety of topics in Christian life.  No advance preparation is required, and any 
and all are welcome to join in the class.  The Rev. Sarah Moses will launch this new class with a series 
entitled “Words of Grace: Voices from the Global Church.” 

If you have not yet become part of the ongoing spiritual formation offered at St. Peter’s, we invite you to 
do so!  If you have questions, please speak to Jody Burnett, Sarah Moses, or Kara Howland or our vestry 
members responsible for life-long formation—Dewey Knight, Bryon Cohron, and Corinne Jackson.  We 
will also be distributing a complete listing of formation offerings, schedules, and contact info in Sunday 
bulletins! 

Peace, Sarah+ 

Women's Spiritual Journeyers' 
To the Women of St. Peter's: Come join the Women's Spiritual Journeyers' Class, which meets 
Sunday mornings at 10:00 a.m. in the Large Parlor. This unique class is open to women of all ages and 
is designed to be a supportive, interactive, and memorable experience shared by members traveling their 
individual spiritual journeys. Our first class will be August 20 

Morning Prayer on Campus 
A small group meets for Morning Prayer on campus at 8:15 on Wednesdays when classes are in 
session.  Starting Wednesday, August 23, find us in the round parlor next to the door on the east side of 
Barnard Observatory.   For more information, contact Debra Young at dbyoung@olemiss.edu.  All are 
welcome. 

mailto:dbyoung@olemiss.edu


REMINDER FOR THOSE WHO SERVE 
August 2017 

 
If you are unable to serve, it is your responsibility to find 
a replacement.  Please call the church office and inform 
us of the change. 
ALTAR GUILD:  Altar Guild duties start the Saturday 
morning before the assigned date and go through the 
following Friday.  
 
COUNTER: Trammell Wells  
August 6 The Transfiguration 
ALTAR GUILD:  Leslie Banahan, Genie Henson, Ginger 
Bruton, Lynne McIngvale USHERS: 7:45 Jeff Moore   
9:00 TBD      11:00: Kaye Bryant, Michael Cormack 
LECTORS: 7:45 Wanda Dean 11:00  Jo Ella Turner,  
Ralph Vance    LEM:   7:45   David Knight    
9:00 Ann Forster, Andy Phillips   11:00 Becca Walton     
Flowers:  Samonds/McKee   Vestry on Duty:  Kevin Frye 

August 13 10th  Sunday after Pentecost 
ALTAR GUILD: Dana Briscoe, Kay Paris, Marty Dunbar, 
Kristy Cohron, Mariamne Young, Douglas Vance 
USHERS: 7:45 Jeff Moore    9:00 Louis Nash  11:00 Don 
Martin, Trace Randall 
LECTORS:   7:45 Sam DeLeeuw 11:00 Becca Walton, Neville 
Webb   LEM: 7:45 David Knight  9:00  Tina Frizzell,  
Bryon Cohron 11:00 John Samonds 
VESTRY ON DUTY: Corinne Jackson     Flowers:  Kitty Smith 

August 20  11th  Sunday after Pentecost 
ALTAR GUILD: Marjorie Barranco, Kitty Smith, Marybeth 
Marchbanks, Susan McMillan, Neil Smith    
Acolytes: 9:00  Luke Abraham, Kanalu Avery 
USHERS: 7:45 Jeff Moore  9:00 Louis Nash 11:00 O’Keefe 
Graham, William Strickland   LECTORS: 7:45 Jeremy Griffin 
11:00 Christy Williamson, Mariamne Young  
LEM:   7:45   David Knight    9:00 David Krouse, Scott Knight 
11:00 Rosie McDavid   VESTRY ON DUTY: Dewey Knight   
Flowers:   Freda Knight 

August 27 12th  Sunday After Pentecost              
ALTAR GUILD: Patty Lewis, Beverly High, Tina Frizzell 
Acolytes: 9:00 Hiram Eastland, Stannard Farese     
USHERS: 7:45 Jeff Moore  9:00 Louis Nash  
11:00 Don Frugé, Mary Ann Frugé  
LECTORS: 7:45 Susan Hayman  11:00 Jim Arnold, 
Dana Briscoe    LEM:  7:45   David Knight   
9:00 Leslie Banahan, Margaret Love Denman 11:00  Don 
Newlin  VESTRY ON DUTY: Kathy Knight   
Flowers:  Elizabeth Speed 

 

ewY August 2017 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

NURSERY CARE: 
Sunday:  8:45am-12:15pm 

Morning Prayer: 
Monday-Friday   8:30 a. m. 

in the church 

                                   1 
     10:00 Bible Study 
   11:00 Qi Gong 
   1:30 Staff Meeting 
    8:00  A.A  
 
 
 

                                  2 
  12:00 Centering Prayer 
   5:30 HE/Healing 
   6:30 Family Supper 
   6:45  Pastoral Care Team 
 
 

                        3 
      11:00 Qi Gong 
     
 
 
 

                    4 
     12:00 A.A. 
 
 

                                          5 
    10:00-12:00 and 1:00 to 3:00 
 Children’s &Youth Ministry 
Workshop 
 

     The Transfiguration    6 
    7:45 HE/Rite I 
    9:00 HE/Rite II 
    10:00 Blessing of the Backpacks 
with reception 
   11:00 HE/Rite II  
     6:00 HE in Spanish 

                          7 
   1:00 Bridge and Mah Jongg 
   4:30 Spanish Class 
 
 
 

                                  8 
    10:00 Bible Study 
    11:00 Qi Gong 
    1:30 Staff Meeting 
    5:00 Finance Committee 
    5:30 Outreach Committee/Rise 
and Shine 
     8:00  A.A  
 

                             9 
  12:00 Centering Prayer 
   5:30 HE/Healing 
   6:30 Family Supper 
   6:45  Pastoral Care Team 
    

                        10 
    11:00 Qi Gong 
      7:00 p.m. League of 
Women Voters 

                     11 
     12:00 A.A. 
  

                                        12 
 

 10th Sunday after Pentecost 13 
    7:45 HE/Rite I 
    9:00 HE/Rite II 
    10:00 Parish Wide Forum 
   11:00 HE/Rite II  
   12:15 Home Communion 
    3:00 NMRC 
     6:00 HE in Spanish 

                         14 
   1:00 Bridge and Mah Jongg 
    3:30 Writing in the Spirit 
    4:30 Spanish Class 

                                                15 
  10:00 Bible Study 
   11:00 Qi Gong 
   1:30 Staff Meeting   
    5:15 Administration Committee 
   6:00 Vestry Meeting 
    8:00  A.A   
 

                                         16 
   7:00 Men’s Breakfast 
   12:00 Centering Prayer 
   5:30 HE/Healing 
   6:30 Family Supper 
   6:45  Pastoral Care Team 
    

                              17 
    11:00 Qi Gong 
     2:00 Brookdale HE 
     2:00 Oxford Newcomers  
             Book Group  
    5:30 Ministry with Gay and 
             Lesbian Persons 
     6:00 Canterbury Planning 
 

                       18 
     12:00 A.A. 
 

                         19 
   8:00 Brotherhood of St. Peter 
   10:00 Prayer Shawl 
 
  
 

 11th Sunday after Pentecost  20 
    7:45 HE/Rite I 
    9:00 HE/Rite II 
    10:00 Christian Formation 
    11:00 HE/Rite II 
     6:00 HE in Spanish  

                                      21  
   1:00 Bridge and Mah Jongg 
    3:30 Writing in the Spirit 
   4:30 Spanish Class 
 
 

                                      22 
   7:00 SR EYC Prayer Breakfast 
   10:00 Bible Study 
   11:00 Qi Gong 
   1:30 Staff Meeting 
   8:00  A.A   

                                       23 
   8:00 Campus Morning Prayer 
   12:00 Centering Prayer 
   5:30 HE/Healing 
   5:30 Parent Child Information 
Meeting 
   6:30 Family Supper 
   6:45  Pastoral Care Team 
 
  Deadline for newsletter    

                          24 
    11:00 Qi Gong 
     5:00 Canterbury with meal 

                              25 
    12:00 A.A. 
     
 
 
    
   
 

                                      26 
  
 
 
  

 12th Sunday after Pentecost 27 
     7:45 HE/Rite I 
    9:00 HE/Rite II 
    10:00 Christian Formation 
    11:00 HE/Rite II  
    12:15 Home Communion 
     6:00 HE in Spanish 
     7:00  SR EYC 

                                    28  
   1:00 Bridge and Mah Jongg 
    3:30 Writing in the Spirit 
    4:30 Spanish Class 
   
  

                                        29 
   7:00 SR EYC Prayer Breakfast 
   10:00 Bible Study 
   11:00 Qi Gong 
   1:30 Staff Meeting 
   8:00  A.A   

                                        30 
   8:00 Campus Morning Prayer  
  12:00 Centering Prayer 
   5:30 HE/Healing 
   5:30 EKC/Connections 
   5:30 JR EYC 
   6:30 Family Supper 
   6:45  Pastoral Care Team 
 
 

                             31 
    11:00 Qi Gong 
    5:00 Canterbury with meal 
 

   
   LEM’S FOR WEDNESDAY NIGHTS: 
  August 2 –  Ed Sisson                   
  August 9 –  David Krouse 
  August 16 -- Mariamne Young 
  August 23 – Kay Paris  
  August 30 – Michael Prager 
 



EKC 
Blessing of the Backpacks  August 6  9:00 a.m. Service 
Bring your backpack to the 9:00 a.m. Service for a special blessing as we begin a new school year. 
Fellowship in the Parish Hall following the service. 

Parish Adult Forum  August 13  10:00 a.m. In the Parish Hall 
Children and Youth will gather with our college interns for a special formation session in their regular 
classrooms. 

August 20 Regular Formation begins at 10:00 a.m. for all ages. 

Wednesday Night Programming Kick Off!     August 30      5:30 p.m. in the Parish Hall 
Join us as we gather together to meet our Wednesday Night Leaders and discuss our 

JR/SR EYC 
August 20th  High School EYC Pool Party   4-5:30 p.m. at the home of Amy and Zach Scruggs 
Parents will meet at 5pm to discuss expectations for the upcoming year. 

August 23rd    Junior High EYC (5th-8th)   5:30 p.m. In the Parish Hall 
Parents and youth gather together to discuss the program year!  

August 27th    Senior High EYC begins!  7-8:30 p.m. in the Van Buren House 
We will meet to set expectations and discuss our monthly program series. 

August 30th  Junior High EYC Begins!  5:30-6:30 p.m.  5th-8th grade 

September 5th   Young Adult Meeting 
Time and Place TBD 

At these meetings, I will share potential dates for outreach trips and service projects. Looking forward to 
serving as your youth and young adult minister! 
Christina Rutland 

Adult Sunday Bible Study 

This fall, beginning on August 20, the Adult Sunday Bible Study Class led by Dewey Knight will continue 
to study the so-called Prison Epistles of St. Paul.  We will begin with Paul’s letter to the Church at 
Colossae, followed by Philemon, and end with Paul’s letter to the Church at Ephesus.  The class meets 
in the Front Parlor at 10 a.m. on Sunday mornings.  Please join us – are all welcome – women, men, 
young, and old. 

Foyers 
The primary goal of the Foyers  ministry at St. Peter's is to provide a way for parishioners to get to know 
each other better in a relaxed, social setting.  Groups are formed twice a year in fall and 
spring.  Participants are put into groups of 6-8 to share meals together once a month.  This ministry is 
open to couples and singles.  Members take turns hosting a Foyers group in their homes.  The host 
provides the entree and the other members of the group bring food and beverages to complete the 
meal.  Twice a year there is an "All Foyers Gathering" at which all the members get to interact with 
other.  For more information about Foyers or to sign up for the Fall Semester, please contact Dianne 
Fergusson at sdsferg@bellsouth.net. 

mailto:sdsferg@bellsouth.net


55+ Luncheon 
55+ will pick up again on September 28.  This is always a great time to get together to enjoy a meal, 
fellowship and listen to a program that is of interest to all.  If you have any suggestions  for programming 
for this year, please contact Tricia Copelin at 601-831-1612 or latrdj@hotmail.com. This activity also 
benefits our ministries.  All money collected above the expenses is donated.  This past year, $500 was 
donated to Interfaith Compassion Ministry by the cooks, thanks to all who came. 
 

 

More Than a Meal  
Please save the date!  St. Peter's will be hosting More Than a Meal on Tuesday September 26 at the 
Stone Center.  We will need volunteers to set up, clean up, cook, serve and greet our guests for this 
community meal.  Please check the bulletin board in the hallway to sign up to participate.  We will also be 
collecting toiletries to distribute.   
Thanks!    

Catherine Smith 

 
Cursillo weekend:  
Our next Cursillo weekend will be September 21-24. Our own Ann Whitaker will be a spiritual leader! 
When discerning your intention to be a part of this meaningful weekend, know that Rev. Ann will be there 
in full support. Any questions? Feel free to call me at 662-832-8328 or Ann at (601) 397-9439.  

Mariamne Young  

 
From the Rector 
Dear Friends in Christ,   
Having served at larger churches for nearly a decade now, I’ve learned that transition among the clergy 
and staff in these ministry settings is nearly a constant.  Such is certainly the case at St. Peter’s.   
As you’ve already read, we’re now moving into the final season of our Associate Rector’s active ministry.  
Ann has served this parish with grace and distinction for six years and under three different Rectors, and 
she has made a significant impact on the life of this community.  The next six months will provide us with 
occasions to celebrate and give thanks for Ann’s ministry among us.  I know that you will join me in 
expressing our love and gratitude as Ann transitions into retirement. 
We’re also beginning a new season of ministry as we welcome Christina Rutland to our staff and parish 
family.  Christina is now serving as our Youth and Young Adult Minister, and she’s already injected a 
great deal of energy and creativity into our program planning for the fall.  I’m excited to see how the Holy 
Spirit works through Christina’s leadership to renew and enliven these vital areas of our common life. 
Through all these transitions and changes, “the beat goes on,” as they say, and we continue together 
with a common hope and purpose.  We focus on how we’re being called to grow in our faith and 
discipleship, and we respond with willing and generous hearts, trusting that God will journey with us as a 
constant guide and companion.   
You may recall that your Vestry and I met in June for a half-day Mutual Ministry Review, which was 
facilitated by The Rev. Canon David Johnson.  One of the tasks we took away from this meeting was to 
establish five goals – both for the Rector and for the Vestry – that are clear, concise, quantifiable, and 
attainable.  I’m pleased to share those goals with you now. 
 
 

mailto:latrdj@hotmail.com


Rector Goals 
1. The Rector, with the support of the clergy, program staff, and lay leaders, will work to shape and 
nurture a coherent, substantive ministry for youth and young adults, and will commit to providing stronger 
oversight and direction in this area. 
2. The Rector, in consultation with a Personnel Committee, will work to clarify position descriptions for all 
clergy and lay staff, establish clear goals and standards for each position, and develop a personnel 
manual for St. Peter’s.  This Personnel Committee will also serve as consultants and advisors to the 
Rector through the search for a new Associate Rector. 
3. The Rector will be more intentional in the work of personal prayer and spiritual development, and will 
share regular multimedia devotions with the congregation, as a way of relating his own inner work to 
other and inviting all members of the St. Peter’s community into continued spiritual growth and 
discernment.  Be on the lookout for more info about my “Fruits of the Transformed Life” series! 
4. The Rector, in consultation with the Vestry, will work to coalesce the clergy, staff, and program leaders 
around a shared vision of ministry and leadership through Parish-wide forums, regular leadership 
retreats, and other special offerings.  This vision should be clear, dynamic, and easily relatable to others.   
5. The Rector will call together a Capital Needs Committee to evaluate the use of our buildings and 
facilities, to vision for future growth in ministries and programs, and to lead an effort, with support and 
input from the Vestry, to renew our spaces through a capital initiative.  This committee has already been 
established and has gathered for an initial planning meeting.  The members are: Kevin Frye, Corinne 
Jackson, Catherine Smith, Dewey Knight, Wanda Dean, David Blackburn, Gloria Kellum, Don Frugé, and 
Marty Dunbar. 
 

Vestry Goals 
1. The Vestry will address the capital needs of the parish by taking the following actions: establish capital 
needs committee, communicate objectives and timeline to the congregation, evaluate use of our current 
physical spaces, inventory all necessary repairs and prioritize needs, invite congregational input through 
forums and surveys, identify needs and priorities for the future, decide on a facilities plan and make 
provisions to execute this plan. 
2. The Vestry, working with the Rector, will develop position descriptions for all clergy and staff. 
3. The Vestry will authorize and direct the Finance Committee to (a) arrange for a full, independent audit 
of parish finances by a Certified Public Accounting firm (your Vestry voted last week to accept the 
proposal for audit services from PSK LLP out of Arlington, Texas, a firm that specializes in the field of 
church accounting and auditing); (b) hold monthly meetings to monitor church finances and report to the 
Vestry and the congregation on a monthly basis; and (c) prepare and submit a proposed annual budget 
for the upcoming fiscal year for consideration in our Annual Giving campaign this fall. 
4. The Vestry will assess all aspects of the church’s communication: print, website, and social media, 
being mindful of the different audiences we want to reach. 
5. The Vestry will support the expansion of ministries directed to students at the University of Mississippi 
with a goal to increase the number of students served by 25%.   

+++ 
Since these goals were established independently, it’s quite clear that there is a great deal of 
synchronicity among our leadership and a shared vision for future growth.  I’m inspired daily by the 
commitment and work of the Vestry, clergy, staff, other key leaders of this parish.  I hope you will all 
double-down on your pledge to pray for, support, and encourage these leaders in their ministry as we 
work together towards these goals.  
Today marks my one-year anniversary as Rector of St. Peter’s.  I count every single day of this call as a 
tremendous blessing and privilege, and I am deeply thankful for the love and care you’ve shown to me 
and my family.  As one member said in a meeting yesterday: “it is well with the soul of St. Peter’s, and 
the future is very bright.”  I couldn’t agree more.   
 
Yours in faith and gratitude, 
Jody+ 
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